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Just as the closure of the oral cavity is effected at
three different points, so that of the lips varies in
character; and, indeed, here we have four different
points of closure : (1) by the contact of the two lips,
(2) by the contact of the lower lip with the incisors of
the upper jaw, (3) by the contact of the upper lip with
the incisors of the lower jaw, (4) by the contact of the
tongue with the upper lip. A fifth form, by the contact
of the tongue with the lower lip, does not belong to the
question before us, as the current of air cannot pass
between them.

The wide opening of the lips, which is one of the
conditions for the production of a strepitus continuus
spirans, calls for no particular remark here. It accom-
panies the depression of the lower jaw in the production
of this strepitus in the oral cavity, and has, therefore,
no special peculiarity. The opening of the lips has
undoubtedly a very important effect in the formation
of articulate sounds, but not in the department of
noises; its influence is asserted in the formation of
vowels, and will, therefore, be more fully entered into
in connection with the latter.

The sir. cont. stridulus may be produced in two ways
by the lips : either, namely, the air may be allowed to
pass between the entire length of the lips, or only
between the middle portions. The noise is softer and
weaker in the first case than in the second. The
strepitus vibrans, which it is possible to. make between
the lips, is, from the size and thickness of the lips, very
difficult to produce, and is not so sharp and clear as the
.vibrating noise of the oral cavity; it is, therefore, never
employed as an articulate sound.

All the forms of the strepitus repentinus can be pro-
duced by the lips, and have already been given as